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Safeguarding - Guidance on Risk Assessment  

 

1.  The University requires that a written risk assessment be carried out for planned and 
supervised activities for Children and Vulnerable People. The Risk Assessment Form is 
available at Appendix C.  

2. Risk assessments should be carried out by someone who is both familiar with the concepts 
of hazard and risk and the activity being assessed. The assessor will normally be the person 
supervising the activity. The assessment should be written and completed before the activity 
takes place. A risk assessment should be countersigned by a senior member of staff who 
believes the assessor to be competent to carry out the assessment.  

3. A risk assessment need not be complex but it should be comprehensive. It does not 
generally require technical formulae or professional health and safety expertise, but 
specialized information for some activities may be necessary.  

4.  The risk assessment should be based on the following considerations:  

• what are the hazards?  
• who might be affected by them?  
• what safety measures need to be in place to reduce risks to an acceptable level?  
• can the supervisor put the safety measures in place?  
• what steps will be taken in an emergency?  

Introduction to the Risk Assessment Form 

This guidance should be read in conjunction with the Risk Assessment Form set out at Appendix C.  

Section A: Administrative details  

i. Brunel University London  

-Head(s) of Institution. They have ultimate responsibility for the health and safety of all those in 
University buildings and property.  

-Event Activity Supervisor’s name and contact details. This is useful in case of emergency or 
correspondence before or after the event.  

Insurance Details: Stating the Policy Number and End Date will confirm compliance.  

ii. External Organisation  

-Head(s) of Organisation (e.g. Head Teacher)  

-Activity Supervisor name and contact details. This is useful in case of emergency or correspondence 
before or after the event.  

-Insurance Details: Stating the Policy Number and End Date will confirm compliance.  

Section B  

i. Description of Activity  
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-Filling in this section will help to ensure that the activity is properly defined. Areas of hazard and risk 
should become more obvious.  

ii. Number of children/vulnerable people and the age range of children  

The larger the number of children/vulnerable people and the younger they are, the greater will be 
their collective risk. As a consequence, the requirement for control measures such as adequate 
supervision will be greater.  

Section C: Persons assisting with the activity  

As a general guide for an activity with a normal range of hazards, the minimum ratios should be:  

• 1 adult for every 3 children aged under 5;  
• 1 adult for every 6 children aged 5 to 7;  
• 1 adult for every 10-15 children aged 8 to 10;  
• 1 adult for every 15-20 children aged 11 onward or vulnerable people.  

There should also be enough additional staff available to help deal with an emergency.  

Heads of Colleges/Departments/Units/SRIs etc will determine, by consideration of the risk 
assessment, whether members of their staff should have DBS checks before they carry out the 
activity. 

It is the responsibility of all external organisations to comply with legislation governing the 
protection of children and vulnerable groups. Assessors must seek assurances of such compliance in 
accordance with section 8 of this policy.  

Section D: Hazards, risks and existing control measures  

Hazard – Something which has the potential to cause harm (injury or damage)  

Risk – The likelihood that the hazard will cause harm.  

Control measure - 
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 Safeguarding - Risk Assessment Form  

A.  Administrative Details 

(i)  Brunel University London 

Head(s) of University Vice-Chancellor & President Secretary 

Contact Details: 

Activity Supervisor(s) Name: Name: 

College/Dept//Research 
Institute etc 

  

Address 1   

Address 2   

Telephone   

E-mail   

 

(ii)  External Organisation 
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B. (i) Description of activity 

(ii) Number of Children/people regarded as vulnerable and age range of children 

C. Persons assisting with the Activity 

Name Role Affiliation 

(Brunel or External 
Organisation) 

DBS* Check 
Required? 

(Y or N) 

 

Completed? 

 

Date rec’d 

   □ □  

   □ □  

   □ □  

   □ □  

   □ □  

   □ □  

   □ □  
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• File this assessment in a secure location in the administrative centre within your 
College/Institute/Department/etc. 


